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£ Eric Velasco -- The Birmingham News

Lawyers in three states asked Alabama courts Friday to order DNA tests in dozens of capital convictions in

which inmates with sentences of death or serving life without parole are seeking exoneration.

The flurry of filings beat a Sunday deadline set by a 2009 state law allowing limited post-conviction DNA

testing on evidence.

The law allows judges to order tests only in capital murder cases in which evidence is accessible and the

result is likely to prove whether the inmate committed the crime.

If the DNA results do not match the defendant, the inmate must file a separate court motion to challenge

the conviction.

"At this point, we can't say if the tests will come back saying our clients are innocent or guilty," said Aimee
Maxwell, executive director of the Georgia Innocence Project. The group, which has no Alabama counterpart,

filed motions Friday on behalf of 12 Alabama inmates serving life without parole.

"We wanted to spend more time investigating," she said. "But with the short deadline we did not want those

folks to be forever barred from DNA testing because of the time limit."

More than 250 people have been exonerated by post-conviction DNA testing in the United States since 1989,

according to the Innocence Project of New York.

In 40 percent of those cases, the tests identified the real perpetrator, according to the nonprofit legal clinic

that cites its mission as using DNA to exonerate wrongly convicted people.
Some of the cases listed as exonerations were dismissed because the state was unable to retry them due to

factors such as the death of witnesses, said Brandon Falls, Jefferson County's district attorney. Others were

resolved by pleas to lesser charges, he said.
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Failure to find DNA matches on evidence does not automatically signal the defendant is innocent, especially

when other evidence of guilt exists, Falls said.
But post-conviction tests can be useful, he said.

"It can prove they were guilty all along or show that person shouldn't be in prison," Falls said. "Either way,
prosecutors should jump at the opportunity for testing. Our job is to protect the innocent just as much as to
convict the guilty."

Three cases

Three petitions filed Friday by the Georgia Innocence Project involved Jefferson County defendants:

Theodore Roberts Jr., 41, convicted in 1990 of killing Afton Lee Sr. in Homewood with a blunt object.

Luther Smith, 40, convicted in 2005 in the Bessemer Cutoff. Paula Lynch, 57, was stabbed 41 times and

raped in 2002. Her aunt, Clara Jean Watson, 70, was stabbed five times and her throat was cut.

Taurus Bell, 29, convicted in 2007 of strangling Patricia Woodruff and burning down her house near
Adamsville in 2000.

Specific information was not available Friday on the 12 DNA petitions filed either by the Innocence Project of

New York or by a group of law professors and students working with a Birmingham law firm.

The Equal Justice Initiative of Montgomery is handling DNA testing requests by Alabama Death Row inmates.

Efforts were unsuccessful to reach its executive director, Bryan Stephenson.

Judges who get the motions will give state lawyers a chance to respond. Judges may decline the request if

they conclude there is no reasonable chance test results would provide evidence of exoneration.

Several of the requests filed across the state involved homicides from before DNA testing became

widespread in the early 1990s.

Since then, the technology has improved enough that a sample as small as one-billionth the weight of a
standard paper clip can yield a DNA profile, said Michael Sparks, executive director of the state Department

of Forensic Sciences.

The state forensic sciences department pushed for the 2009 post-conviction DNA testing law, which also

requires DNA samples from everyone arrested after Oct. 1 for a felony or sex crime.
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The information will be added to a database the department has been building since 1994 using samples
from convicted felons.

The forensics department, which is expected to do the testing in most of the post-conviction cases, is neutral
when it analyzes samples, Sparks said.

"We follow the science," Sparks said. "If the DNA evidence favors the prosecution, we want that to be their
sharpest sword. If it favors the defendant, we want it to be his strongest shield."

E-mail: evelasco@bhamnews.com

© 2010 al.com. All rights reserved.
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DA files charges in 1974 Napa murder
By Alisha Wyman

FOR THE STAR
Saturday, July 24, 2010 12:13 AM PDT

The Napa County District Attorney’s Office has filed charges in the 36-year-old killing of Anita Andrews at
Fagiani’s Cocktail Lounge.

Roy Allen Melanson, 73, is accused of murdering Andrews on July 10, 1974, a crime that has remained
notorious in Napa ever since.

A warrant has been issued for his arrest and the process of bringing him to Napa now begins.

Melanson, also known as Roy Melancon, is in prison in Gunnison, Colo., for the murder of Michele Wallace
almost two months after Andrews’ death.

The Napa County District Attorneys Office has reviewed the case and believes the charges are warranted,
District Attorney Gary Lieberstein said.

“We don't file charges unless we believe the evidence presented to the jury would satisfy our burden of
proof,” he said.

Extradition is a complicated process that could take up to several months, or much quicker if Melanson
doesn’t object to being taken to California, Lieberstein said.

Lieberstein was unable to say how much extradition costs.

“You don’t put a price tag on justice,” he said. “It is what it is, and we believe that Roy Allen Melanson needs
to stand trial for Anita Andrews’ murder.”

Once Melanson arrives, court proceedings would begin with an arraignment on the single murder charge.
Deputy District Attorney Paul Gero has been assigned to the case.

A moratorium on the death penalty was in place in 1974, so the maximum sentence Melanson could face is
life in prison, Lieberstein said.

On July 10, 1974, Andrews was working in the bar on Main Street, which she co-owned with her sister Muriel
Fagiani.

Several patrons later told investigators that an unknown man was in the bar that night, according to court
documents. One witness said Andrews identified the man as her boyfriend.

The patrons, who Andrews asked to leave so she could clean up, last saw her alone with the unknown man,
court documents say.

Andrews failed to come to work at Napa State Hospital the next morning, so Muriel Fagiani went to the bar
looking for her, court documents say.

Fagiani found Andrews in the rear stock room dead. Her cash, credit cards, jewelry and her vehicle were
missing, court documents say.
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A pathologist found Andrews’ cause of death was multiple stab wounds.

Criminalists and investigators launched an investigation, collecting 47 pieces of evidence, court documents
said.

They found Andrews’ credit card was used at a gas station in Sacramento, but no suspect was ever
identified.

Napa Police Detective Don Winegar was assigned to the case in May 2006.

Winegar noted that a previous detective had submitted a towel to the California Department of Justice,
however, he couldn’t find a DOJ report on the item, court document say.

He contacted a criminalist at the lab in July 2006, and an official was able to obtain a partial male DNA
profile from the towel. It wasn’t complete enough, however, to be submitted to the national CODIS database
in search of a match, the documents say.

In November of 2007, Winegar submitted a cigarette butt and ashes that were found at the scene.

A criminalist found an unknown DNA profile among the evidence. That profile was put into the CODIS
database and was found to match Melanson’s DNA in November 2009, court documents say.

Winegar traveled to Colorado to speak with Melanson, who denied ever being in Napa or meeting Andrews,
court document say.

Officials collected a cheek swap, blood, finger prints and a handwriting sample from him to double check if
he was a match.

In January, a witness from Fagiani’s 36 years ago identified Melanson in a photo line-up as the unknown
man he saw that night, court documents say.

Prosecutors must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Melanson killed Andrews, and until then, he’s
assumed innocent, Lieberstein pointed out.

Filing charges against Melanson is “one step in a long process of giving everyone in this case a fair trial,”
Lieberstein said.
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Calif AG defends DNA samples AP rasisns s
from felony arrestees

By PAUL ELIAS, Associated Press Writer
Tue Jul 13, 5:10 pm ET

SAN FRANCISCO — A swab of saliva was at the center of a legal battle Tuesday over DNA
collection of felony suspects and privacy rights.

A three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals was considering a bid by the
American Civil Liberties Union to suspend the DNA collection of anyone in California facing
felony charges while the ACLU's federal lawsuit is pending.

A lower court judge earlier rejected the ACLU's request in a legal challenge to California's
Proposition 69, which was passed in 2004 and enacted on Jan. 1, 2009.

The ACLU alleges that the DNA collection is an unconstitutional search and seizure since
some of the suspects who submit DNA samples through a swab of their cheek will later be
exonerated.

Attorney General Jerry Brown, whose job is to defend the law, argued before the hearing that
the DNA collection is akin to fingerprinting anyone who is arrested. He also said the collection
is a powerful law enforcement tool.

"So far, DNA collected from arrestees has led to the identification of suspects in more than 970
rapes, murders and other very serious crimes," said Brown, the Democratic nominee for
governor in California.

The samples are stored in the state's DNA database, which has grown to 1.5 million samples.

During the hearing, Judge Mylan Smith Jr. appeared to side with Brown, saying: "l frankly think
taking your fingerprints is more intrusive."

The two other judges on the panel were more guarded in their position. Judge Willy Fletcher
wondered whether the government had the ability to destroy samples of felony suspects who
are later exonerated.

http:/news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100713/ap on re us/us dna collection lawsuit 2/print 8/2/2010
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Deputy Attorney General Daniel Powell said the state's population was too vast to
automatically delete those samples from the database, but that the exonerated could write a
letter to the state Department of Justice asking for its removal.

Powell said that collecting the DNA is not an intrusive way of identifying criminal suspects and
that keeping the samples was constitutional, even if the arrestee was later cleared of charges.

"We keep fingerprints, and we keep arrest records long after a suspect has been acquitted,"
Powell said.

ACLU attorney Michael Risher told the appeals panel that investigators have expanded the
use of DNA so far that privacy rights are being violated. He argued that a cheek swab differs
from fingerprints because it requires probing the body.

Further, he said that DNA and fingerprints differ greatly in what they tell investigators about
each suspect.

"Our fingerprints tell us nothing about ourselves," Risher said. "DNA tells us everything."

Risher urged the court to issue to bar police from collecting the samples until the lawsuit is
resolved.

Copyright © 2010 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved. Questions or Comments Privacy Policy  About Our
Ads Terms of Service Copyright/IP Policy
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July 19, 2010 | Ryan Gabrielson (/user/ryan-gabrielson)

gy California’s law enforcement agencies are generally

doing less with less.

One notable exception is the state’s DNA laboratories,
which have reduced the backlog of samples to test
even as their caseloads swell and the financial crisis
threatens to cripple other parts of the criminal justice

system.

Data from the Jan Bashinski DNA Laboratory shows
that by the end of April (the most recent figures
(http://ag.ca.gov/bfs/pdf/Monthly.pdf) ) there was a

Flickr photo by Darren Tse
backlog of 43,458 samples, down 19 percent from the

June 2009 total of 53,590.

The California Justice Department has added dozens of forensic scientists to its laboratory staff the past six
years. Jill Spriggs, chief of the Bureau of Forensic Services, said much of the recent improvement is due to
new technologies and reorganization that reduce the laboratory workers’ duties that aren’t directly related to

testing samples.

Nine months ago, the bureau was able to analyze more than just the samples that had just arrived and chip

away at the tens of thousands of waiting cases.
“We finally caught up,” Spriggs said.

Highlighting this improvement is the state lab’s most high-profile success story, its DNA match that lead to an
arrest in the case of the “Grim Sleeper” serial killer. Los Angeles police last week arrested Lonnie David

Franklin Jr., suspected in 11 homicides.

The arrest joins more than 12,000 "hits" made by the DNA-testing program voters established by passing
Proposition 69 in 2004. Attorney General Jerry Brown is currently defending the voter-initiative — which
requires DNA collection from suspects arrested on felony charges — against a legal challenge
(http://www.aclunc.org/cases/active cases/asset upload file560 9330.pdf) from the ACLU.

But the system didn’t work perfectly even in that case, as the Los Angeles Times reported

(http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-grim-sleeper-dna-20100715.0.4400135.story) Thursday:

Lonnie David Franklin Jr.'s genetic profile was supposed to be added to the state's DNA databank of
offenders because he was on probation for a felony when voters approved Proposition 69, a sweeping

expansion of the state's DNA collection.

The Los Angeles County Probation Department was given the task of obtaining DNA samples from tens
of thousands of local offenders who were on probation when the law went into effect in November

2004.

But by the time the agency began collecting DNA, Franklin was no longer under its supervision.
Thousands of other offenders may also have avoided providing a sample during the same period,

officials said.

b

California law enforcement agencies have received $43 million in federal cash since 2004 to reduce the state’s

DNA testing backlog. That figure (http://www.dna.gov/funding/backlog-reduction/backlog-reduction-

http://californiawatch.org/watchblog/california-making-dent-dna-testing-backlog
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funding) — from the U.S. Justice Department’s DNA Initiative — is far more than any other state collected,

with Texas coming in second with $30 million in funding.
Not everyone’s a proponent of such efforts.

Christopher Heaney and Sara Huston Katsanis, researchers at Duke University’s Institute for Genome

Sciences and Policy, argue that targeting arrestees' DNA (http://news.duke.edu/2010/07/dna backlog.html)

can be a misallocation of resources that, interestingly, ensures more money in the future:

Agvocates of expanding DNA databases argue that putting more criminals and arrestees into the
databases will help solve crimes and allow earlier apprehension of violent criminals. But evidence for
that is lacking, so far, and diverting resources to expand the collection of DNA takes away funds

needed to analyze the evidence already accumulated.

And because of a strange set of incentives, labs remain eligible for some federal assistance to process
DNA samples only so long as they are running behind. Regardless of Congressional intent, federal

funding rewards maintaining a backlog.

b
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Carolyn Williams didn't know what it was, but the night before her brother was killed, she
and her mother shared a feeling that something bad was about to happen.

It was 30 years ago, and Williams was only 15. She has vague but fond memories of her
brother Charles Redmond, who was 22 years old when he was stabbed to death on a cold
November morning in 1980, according to archived Bee articles.

Her brother's death took something from their mother.
"She was never the same," Williams said.

Willie "Granny" Redmond died in 2003 at age 78, thinking that authorities would never find
her son's killer, said Howard Redmond, the oldest of six siblings.

"That was always on her mind," Redmond said. "There was a sadness in her heart."

On Monday, Sacramento police - armed with new evidence from DNA processing - arrested
Robert Lee Blockton, 57, in connection with Charles Redmond's death. Blockton is being held
without bail at the Sacramento County Main Jail and is scheduled to appear in court this
afternoon.

In a jailhouse interview with The Bee, Blockton denied killing Charles Redmond. The men
attended Sacramento High School and knew each other through mutual friends, Blockton
said.

"I didn't know him that well," Blockton said.

A stroke five years ago affected his memory, Blockton said. All he can remember of that
night is that they were at a nightclub on T Street with a group of friends, he said.

Blockton also said he wanted to consult with an attorney before divulging more information.

According to Bee articles from the early 1980s, police said they had seen Charles Redmond
in women's clothing at Fourth and T streets on Nov. 3, 1980, about two hours before his
naked body was found. Detectives said withesses heard scuffling sounds at 5:30 a.m. before
they found Redmond stabbed in the chest and back.

Police later found a pair of women's slacks alongside Interstate 5 near Sutterville Road that
matched those they said Redmond was wearing.
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Witnesses reported seeing Blockton with Charles Redmond hours before the stabbing, police
said. They arrested Blockton, but the District Attorney's Office dismissed the case, citing
insufficient evidence.

A key witness could not identify Blockton in a photo lineup, a deputy district attorney said in
an Aug. 4, 1981, Bee article.

The case grew cold until 2007, when police said one of the victim's friends called to give
them information about a possible suspect. In an e-mail to The Bee, Sgt. Robert McClosky
said after cold case detectives ruled out that person, they found items in the case that were
never submitted for DNA processing.

Lab results came back in 2008 with a partial profile but with no hits in the DNA database.
Detectives decided to take a second look at Blockton, who refused in 2008 to give a DNA
sample. When Blockton was arrested in June for an unrelated charge, detectives tried again.
It was a match, they said.

"I never gave up hope that one day the truth will come out," Howard Redmond said, adding
that his brother was a doting uncle, who often took Howard's children to the park.

Charles Redmond was attending Sacramento City College at the time of his death, and
dreamed of becoming a clothes designer, Howard Redmond said.

Williams described her brother — who was the middle child - as "very smart, very outgoing."
She said her mother always carried Charles Redmond's picture in her wallet.

"Every time she opened it, she could see his face," Williams said.

The family buried Willie Redmond a few feet away from her son.

"She's right now by him," Williams said.

© Copyright The Sacramento Bee. All rights reserved.

Call The Bee's Chelsea Phua, (916) 321-1132. Follow her on Twitter @Chelsea_Phua. Bee
researchers Sheila A. Kern and Linda Beymer contributed to this report.
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Police: DNA evidence links man to 2007 rape
case in Auburn
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A 31-year-old man was released from one jail Saturday and booked into another on warrants charging
him with the rape, burglary and robbery of an Auburn woman more than three years ago.

Auburn acting police chief Tommy Dawson said DNA evidence taken from the then 33-year-old
victim in March 2007 connected Curtis Lorenzo Williams to the crimes.

Dawson said a man, unknown to the victim, forced his way into her apartment off of West Glenn
Avenue, raped her and took some personal property. The victim underwent a sexual assault kit and the
evidence collected was sent to the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences for analysis.

In 2008, DFS issued its report, matching Williams” DNA to the assault. Warrants were issued for his
arrest, but Dawson said they couldn’t be executed since he was already incarcerated at Limestone
Correctional Facility on charges of unlawful breaking and entering into motor vehicles in Auburn.
However, as Williams was released Saturday from Limestone, Auburn police took him into custody,
transported him to Auburn and booked him into the Lee County Detention Facility on the latest
charges.

Dawson said Williams was released Monday after making $150,000 bond. He said the case will go
the Lee County district attorney’s office to be presented during the next grand jury session.
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